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FDOT Has Problems with Karst

ƴFDOT significantly 
impeded by difficulties 
with characterizing karst 
terrane for infra-
structure development

ƴ Including storm water 
detention basins, where 
sinkholes pose an 
environmental problem

ƴStorm water able to 
return ñunfilteredò 



FDOT Research on Karst

ƴFDOT investing 

research effort 

into sinkhole 

characterization 

and geophysics

ƴStudy reported 

herein part of a 

larger effort



Overview

ƴResearch site: 
detention basin in 
Newberry

ƴSite mapping

ƴSeveral geophysical 
tests

ƴIntrusive testing

ƴMixed sand and clay 
over limestone 
bedrock



Site Activities
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